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Yunnan Province - Mildura Region 
The Mildura region’s involvement with Yunnan Province in 
China began in 2004 after discussions with La Trobe  
University regarding their offshore projects which include an 
English teaching facility at Yunnan Agricultural University in 
Kunming, China.  
The need to explore additional export markets for Mildura’s 
produce and products was discussed, and it was agreed to 
build on the links already established by La Trobe  
University in China.  
A delegation from Mildura was organised to go to Yunnan 
Province, the results of which were very pleasing. The  
delegation was invited back to Yunnan a few months later 
to attend and observe the China Kunming Import & Export 
Commodities Fair. The size of the trade fair and the noted 
absence of many European countries demonstrated that 
there was a real opportunity for Mildura to showcase its 
produce and products at the trade fair. 
The Mildura region has made a long term commitment to 
focus on the Yunnan Province in China acknowledging that 
developing business relationships in China requires time 
and dedication.  
Linkages and contacts between businesses in Mildura and 
China are facilitated through the Sunraysia Mallee  
Economic Development Board. 

China Kunming Import & Export  
Commodities Fair 

 

The China Kunming Import & Export Commodities Fair is 
an important platform for accessing markets in China, 
Southeast and Southern Asia.  
A number of Mildura businesses have exhibited wine, dried 
vine fruit, tourism, education, salt and other products at the 
Fair for the past four years. The delegations have enabled 
businesses from Mildura to meet with officials and trade 
personnel with the ultimate aim of exporting local produce 
and products to China.  

Mildura - Australia 

Visiting Scholars Program 
The Visiting Scholars Program has been an annual  
program since 2005. Graduate students from Dali  
University and Yunnan Agricultural University have been 
selected to participate in a 10 week study placement  
program in Mildura. 
The program has been developed to build relationships with 
the Yunnan Province and provide an opportunity for  
Chinese students to gain an understanding of Australian 
business practice and culture. 
The program generally takes place between January and 
May each year. 

Sister City Relationships  

Mildura entered into a sister city agreement with the City of 
Dali, in Yunnan Province, China on the basis of trade,  
commerce and education in August 2005. 
The trade and commerce focus, complements the  
objectives of the Mildura region to gain access to Chinese 
markets for local primary producers, bring Chinese  
graduates to Mildura to create ties with local companies 
and education organisations and to exhibit Mildura Region©s 
products and capabilities at the China Kunming Import &  
Export Commodities Fair. 

Student Exchange Program 
In 2008, the Sunraysia Institute of TAFE will send five  
students to Dali for a work and cultural experience. They 
will spend three months in relevant companies and  
organisations in the City of Dali and will continue to build on 
the relationship between Dali and Mildura.  

Trade 

The Mildura region delegations to the China Kunming 
Import & Export Commodities Fair and Chinese  
delegations to Mildura have opened trade opportunities.  
Chinese buyers have exhibited a high level of interest in 
wines from the Mildura region, and this has been a major 
part of the trade relationship. In addition to wine,  
consignments of dried fruit and fresh produce have been 
exported to China. 


